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lzaemon Nishikawa is finally getting
‘his due.

Nishikawa, a picneer in Japanese
raw silk, won the grand prize during
the Sesquicentennial International Ex-
position held in Philadeiphia in 1926.

Before he was to leave Japan, he
broke his leg.

He never made it here. He died 10
years later.

Tuesday morning — 80 years to the
month later — his great-grandchil-
dren Chieke Nishikawa and Masahire
Nishikawa will accept a copy on his
behalf in a ceremony at the Horticui-
tural Center in Fairmount Park.

The ceremony was set in motion
last year when the mayor's office got
a letter from Jun Matsumoto, who had
heard the story from Chieko Nishika-
wa, Both are volunteers with a group
in Tokyo called Akishima-Nakagami
Citizen’s Conference for Establishing
a Better Community.

Carol Brooks, who manages interna-
tional trade in the Commerce Depart-
menti, enlisted the Japan America So-
ciety of Greater Philadelphia and Ja-
pan’s honorary consul general, Dennls
Morikawa, a partner with Morgan
Lewis.

The award and silk samples were
found In city ar-
chives. .

Chieko Nishika-
wa is writing a his-
tory of her family
and the business,
Nishikawa Seishi
Ltd. Tuesday's cere-
] e mony will be part of

. the book, Morikawa
Michael said. Also partici-

Klein pating in the cere-
INGQlings mony will be Hi-

roshi Sato, deputy
consu! general of
Japan in New York
It is clear that the missed opportu-
nity haunted the family. Referring fo
Chieko Nishikawa, Morikawa said,
“Her mother’s dying wishes were to
ask her to go to Philadelphia and see
if she could trace the award and
what it represented.”
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